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OPEN  HOUSE 
DAY OF LEARNING

Rabbi 
Asher Jacobson

Dr. Shimshon 
Hamerman

Rabbi Yechezkel 
Freundlich

Maharat Rahel 
Kohl Finegold

RSVP
(514) 482-3366 or
Laurent Bensemana
(514) 777-2561 
larrybens@ndexsystems.com

Location:
The Chevra
5237 Clanranald  

September 13, 2017
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Price - $25
Breakfast & Lunch 
included

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS 
 Check Theatre Directories For Showtimes.

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE MATCHMAKER AND THE SECRETS

Friday SEPTEMBEr 8!

JANICE ArNolD
jarnold@thecjn.ca

People with limited mobility can now 
roam freely within Temple Emanu-El-
Beth Sholom, following the construction 
of an interior ramp.

This project was made possible, in part, 
by the generosity of member Arlene Fels 
and her late parents, Sybil and Jack Fels, 
through the temple’s capital campaign.

Fels, 67, has lived with severe cerebral 
palsy all her life.

The temple has had an exterior ramp for 
about three years, which was sponsored 
by Gordon Lax and family, but once in-
side, those using wheelchairs or walkers 
had difficulty getting around.

They could come up the outside ramp, 
which begins on Elm Street, and leads to the 
main entrance on Sherbrooke Street. The 
sanctuary is immediately in front of those 
doors, but the community hall and wash-
rooms off the foyer are five steps down.

The new ramp, which was dedicated 
on Aug. 23, enables a continuous flow of 
movement between levels.

The ramp’s design and installation ne-
cessitated a significant renovation that 

has spruced up the entire area. The cloak-
room was eliminated to make way for the 
ramp, which is encased in wood paneling 
that matches the surroundings. A marble 
archway was created to tastefully frame 
the opening made in a wall.

In the process, a row of attractive paned 
windows has been revealed, which flood 
the ramp with natural light. The new space 
in front of the lower end of the ramp en-
closure has been turned into a cosy sitting 
area. The ramp, which has a gentle grade, 
features non-skid flooring and handrails 
on either side.

A makeshift wooden plank had previ-
ously served as a ramp over the stairs, af-
ter a “medieval” electric lift had come to 
the end of its useful life.

Rabbi Lisa Grushcow said the new state-
of-the-art ramp is in keeping with the 
temple’s commitment to providing every-
one the opportunity to participate fully in 
Jewish life, which means making practical 
adjustments and creating a welcoming 
environment.

Judaism stresses justice and, as it is a 
sacred space, a synagogue should set the 
bar high in fulfilling that value, said Rabbi 
Grushcow, who stressed that “justice has 

to do with dignity and shared humanity.”
In 2014, the temple launched the 

All-Abilities Inclusion Project, with the 
goal of making the premises and program-
ming accessible to everyone, regardless of 
physical, sensory or intellectual challenges.

In her remarks, Fels, for whom speech is 
not easy, expressed her appreciation for 
“this perfect ramp,” which is dedicated 
to her late parents and family, with par-
ticular thanks to her aunt, Audrey Barsky.

Since retiring from her job at the Cum-
mings Centre, Fels has devoted herself to 
supporting organizations she believes are 
making a real difference in people’s lives. 
Besides the Cummings Centre and the 
temple, these include the Miriam Founda-
tion, Agence Ometz and the MAB-Mackay 
Rehabilitation Centre.

Despite her disabilities, Fels continues 
to enjoy an active life, said her aunt. Pos-
sessing an outgoing personality, she visits 
with friends, paints, travels and keeps up 
with digital technology.

The temple has also been working to 
make its website accessible to the visually 
and hearing impaired. 

This fall, the temple will bring back the 
Art Hive, a program it ran successfully 
last year, as part of a movement aimed at 
creating community among people of all 
abilities, ages and backgrounds – whether 
temple members or not.

On Thursdays, from 3-7 p.m., between 
Sept. 14 to the end of June, everyone can 
drop by and create art with materials pro-
vided, free. The program is supported by 
Federation CJA. For more information, 
contact Rabbi Ellen Greenspan at rab-
bigreenspan@templemontreal.ca. n

New ramp is part of temple’s commitment to inclusion

Donor Arlene Fels, left, and Rabbi Lisa 

Grushcow unveil the plaque at the dedication 

of an interior ramp at Temple Emanu-El-Beth 

Sholom. JANICE ARNOLD PHOTO


